
Selection
❖ Policy: …staff selects and acquires materials that meet the interests of our community.

➢ Selection may be limited by budget and city procurement code - Assess and acquire materials that support the 
library’s mission and in response to the needs and interests of a diverse population

➢ Materials may be re-evaluated upon request

Methodology and Tools

- CollectionHQ and ESP: Software that analyzes our 
collection and usage patterns over time

- Purchasing profiles with contracted vendors: Guide 
which new materials are suggested for purchase by 
our vendor based on usage patterns 

- Professional knowledge: Keeping up to date on 
upcoming releases, publishing trends, pop culture, 
etc. 

Guidelines

- Positive professional reviews

- Popularity

- Accuracy, currency and impartiality of information

- Cost and availability from contracted vendors

- Reputation of the author or publisher

- Format suitable for circulation in a public library



Reconsideration
American Library Association - Freedom to Read

Recognizes that freedom of access is a fundamental tenet of a public library

• Before requesting a title be reconsidered, patrons are asked to read the Freedom to Read statement. 
They must then fill out a form citing which title they object to, the specifics of their objection, and 
indicate if they have read the entire title or read any reviews of the title. 

• After a request is submitted by a patron, it is reviewed by the Collection Management Coordinator. 
The Coordinator will review the objection for validity in the material, research reviews and any other 
critical information available and may ask for input from other professionals in determining if the 
objection is valid and the item should be removed from the collection. 

• In the past 10 years, Scottsdale Public Library has averaged less than 3 requests for reconsiderations 
per year.

 
• No materials have been removed because of a request.
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